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Learning

Jodie	Sussex
St.	Francis	of	Assisi	Elementary,	CISVA

Email:	jsussex@cisva.bc.ca
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What	is	the	
purpose	of	your	

school?	

@JodieSuss	Email:	Jsussex@cisva.bc.ca

What	is	the	
purpose	of	your	

school?	

@JodieSuss	Email:	Jsussex@cisva.bc.ca



10/16/17

4

With	respect	to	students,	
how	do	you	define	

success?		
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Image:	http://www.startofhappiness.com/change-your-life/

Private schools top 2015 rankings of B.C.
Secondary schools by Fraser Institute
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Academic	“Excellence”
At	what	cost?	

Image:	http://www.startofhappiness.com/change-your-life/
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At	What	Cost?	

Anxiety
Fear	of	failure

Cheating
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At	What	Cost?	

http://www.tenneyschool.com/how-to-help-your-struggling-student/
@JodieSuss	Email:	Jsussex@cisva.bc.ca
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What	structures	could	we	change	to	
improve	the	educational	experience	
and	love	of	learning	for ALL students?
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“Johnny	lost	marks	
for	handing	in	
assignments	late.”	

“Missing	assignments	
affected	Jenny’s	
grade.”	

B	

C+
Muddy	reporting	practices@JodieSuss	Email:	Jsussex@cisva.bc.ca
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“If	parents	want	to	give	their	
children	a	gift,	the	best	thing	they	
can	do	is	to	teach	them	to
love	challenges,
be	intrigued	by	mistakes,
enjoy effort and
keep	on	learning.”	

- Dr.	Carol	Dweck f	
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http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-5VHHfmry73U/U0U1cQq6OLI/AAAAAAAAAmE/TYIBKTRbttM/s1600/dontaverage.jpg

Rick	Wormeli - You	Tube
Gradebooks
Standards	Based	Grading
Redos,	Retakes,	and	Do-overs
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Does	our	practice	
match	our	philosophy?

@JodieSuss	Email:	Jsussex@cisva.bc.ca



10/16/17

10

1. Do	you	include	student	behaviours	(effort,	participation,	
adherence	to	class	rules,	etc..)	in	student	grades?

2. Do	you	believe	in	grade	reduction	for	work	turned	in	late?
3. Should	group	work	be	graded/assessed	on	a	group	basis	or	on	an	

individual	basis?
4.	Do	you	believe	every	activity	or	assignment	that	is	completed	
should	be	graded	and	recorded	in	the	gradebook?
5.	Do	you	average	all	of	a	student’s	scores	throughout	the	course	of	
the	semester?
6.	Do	you	believe	all	students	should	be	doing	the	same	
assessments	for	it	to	be	fair?
7.	Do	you	believe	there	is	a	place	for	zeros	in	grade	reporting?@JodieSuss	Email:	Jsussex@cisva.bc.ca

From	BC’s	new	curriculum	website:
“Assessment	(and	the	subsequent	
descriptive	feedback)	can	move	learning	
forward,	lead	to	greater	student	
engagement,	and	allow	teachers	to	make	
pinpoint	decisions	about	what	comes	next.”	

- Tom	Schimmer
@JodieSuss	Email:	Jsussex@cisva.bc.ca
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Video	here:	
https://www.youtube.com/e
mbed/J_-
1YbvjY5g?autoplay=0&rel=0
&enablejsapi=1&wmode=op
aque
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@JillKitch
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Show	What	You	Know- Grade	4	Whole	Numbers
Types	of	Errors	made:

Rate	your	skill	level	for	the	following:	
Rounding:														Not	yet			Getting	started			Got	it				Wow!
Add	w	Regrouping:						Not	yet			Getting	started			Got	it				Wow!
Subt.	w Regrouping:				Not	yet			Getting	started			Got	it				Wow!
Standard	Form:												Not	yet			Getting	started			Got	it				Wow!

What	will	you	do	next	to	improve	your	learning?	

Teacher’s	comments	during	conference:

Rounding Adding		with	
regrouping

Subtracting with	
regrouping

Standard	form

4 0 2 0
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Photo:	@datruss@JodieSuss	Email:	Jsussex@cisva.bc.ca

“Change	is	hard	at	first
Messy in the middle

Gorgeous	in	the	end”
- Robin	Sharma

Image	by	www.robertrichman.com
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Grades	Vocabulary No	Grades	Vocabulary

Grading Assessing

Score Assess
“What	grade	did I	get?” “What did	I	learn?”

Problem Challenge,	opportunity
Judgment or	criticism Feedback

Get	good grades Achieve	proficiency	or	
mastery
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• Students	actively	engaged	in	learning
• Increased	student	confidence
• Focused	on	improvement

Capturing	Learning:	Evidence	&	Portfolios	
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Communicating	Student	Learning:	
3	Way	Conferences		&	

Student	Led	Conferences
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Communicating	Student	Learning:	
Opening	Doors:		Celebration	of	Learning
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Communicating	Student	Learning:	
Reporting
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New	Language:	Levels	of	Proficiency

Communicating	Student	Learning:	
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New	Language:	Levels	of	Proficiency
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New	Language:	Levels	of	Proficiency
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@MorozJennifer SD57
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New	Language:	Areas	of	Learning	

Interdisciplinary	– clustering	of	areas
Language	and	Literacy	
Numeracy	and	Problem	Solving
Inquiry/Integrated	(SS/Sci)
Design	and	Create	(Arts/ADST)
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Communicating	Learning	to	ParentsCommunicating	Learning	to	Parents
samples
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Communicating	Learning	to	ParentsCommunicating	Learning	to	Parents
samples
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Image:	http://www.startofhappiness.com/change-your-life/

Why high-flying Singapore wants more than grades
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-39142030

Singapore	is	in	top	place	in	the	
international	rankings	for	education.	But	
it	wants	the	next	upgrade	of	its	school	
system	to	focus	on	keeping	students	
positive	and	resilient.

Dr Lim	Lai	Cheng,	former	head	of	the	
prestigious	Raffles	Institution	school	in	
Singapore	and	director	at	the	Singapore	
Management	University,	explains	the	
push	for	character	as	well	as	
qualifications.

@JodieSuss	Email:	Jsussex@cisva.bc.ca

Joe	Bower	@joe_bower - 15	Dec	2015
Want	to	collect	data	on	how	children	are	
learning?	Know	them.	Watch	them.	Listen	to	
them.	Talk	*with*	them.	Sit	with	them.	Be	with	
them.	
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What	structures	WILL	YOU	change	to	
improve	the	educational	experience	
and	love	of	learning	for ALL students?

Jodie	Sussex	
Email:	jsussex@cisva.bc.ca Twitter:	@JodieSuss
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